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OBITUARY.

The Late Han. Gilbert Fraser, M.L.C.

THE RON. A. R. G. HAWKE (Premier
-Northam) I move-

That this House records its sincere
regret at the death of the Honourable
Gilbert Fraser, the Leader of the Gov-
erment in the Legislative Council,
Chief Secretary and Minister for Local
Government and Town Planning;
places on record its appreciation of his
meritorious Public service, and tenders
its deepest sympathy to his widow and
family. The terms of this resolution
to be conveyed to the widow and family
of the deceased gentleman by Mr.
Speaker.

Naturally, I move this motion with very
great regret. Gilbert Fraser was extremely
well known to hon. members of Parliament,
except those who came here only after
he was stricken down and rendered
incapable of attending Parliament. It
does not seem so long ago that he attended
here regularly, and yet it is well over a year
since he was able to come to Parliament
House to carry out his duties in this Place.

Gilbert Fraser came from the ranks of
the ordinary working people. Early in life
he took a keen and active interest in poli-
tical affairs, with the result that when an
opportunity came to him to offer his
services, he was selected by his fellow
workers to be a candidate for Parliament
for the West Province, and was successful.
After serving several years in Parliament,
he was Promoted by his fellow members of
the Parliamentary Labour Party to the
Ministry; and he became not only a Minis-
ter of the Government, but also the Leader
for the Government in the Legislative
Council.

We all know that he was a very
approachable, friendly man. In debate I
the Legislative Council he sometimes hit
hard, but I think that never once did he
hit anything but cleanly. Consequently,
in the Legislative Council, he won a great
reputation for his fairness, and some of his
closest friends in another place were
numbered among members of the Opposi-
tion.

I think it can be said that Gilbert Fraser
never did anything but good deeds. When
It was not within his power to do a good
deed, he never did a bad one. When it
was not within his power to say a kindly
word, he seldom said a bitter one. As a

8g result, he became highly esteemed and
greatly admired outside of Parliament as

113 well as within it.

Among his other Portfolios, as we all
know, was that of local government. The
Local Government Department is not, by
any means, the easiest to administer, yet
Mr. Fraser established a great reputation
among the leaders of local government,
and among the members and ratepayers of
local government throughout the State for
his willingness to hear all sides of a ques-
tion, and where necessary, to make personal
Inspections in various districts in order
that he might come to understand better
the problems involved.

He was not only admired by the leaders
and members of local authorities for his
fair dealings and his keenness; but, also,
he was regarded with considerable affec-
tion by those associated with local govern-
ment who had most to do with him. All
this thought and feeling in his favour was
built up on a completely non-party basis.

It is clear, therefore, that Gilbert Fraser
was a man of broad mind; a man of wide
vision; a man who had the interests of'
people very much at heart, no matter in.
what sphere they might be. It is hardly
necessary to say that, in his own Province-
-particularly the district of Fremantle-
he was regarded with great friendship and
affection by all the people.

It was significant that today, on the
occasion of his funeral, so many people,
including a large number of children, lined
the streets; that so many of his fellow
citizens were gathered at the cemetery to
pay their last respects to him. He will be
missed greatly from Public life, from Par-
liament, and from the Ministry. We offer
the most we can to his widow, the mem-
bers of his family, and his relatives in the
most sincere and heartfelt sympathies
which it is possible for us. as human
beings, to offer. With great regret and
with every possible respect, I offer the
motion to the House.

THE EON. D. BRAND (Greenough)-
I join in support of the fine tribute paid
by the Premier to the late Gilbert Fraser.
As the Premier said, in concluding his re-
marks, those who were able to attend the
funeral this morning clearly saw an indica-
tion of the Popularity and general esteem
in which he was held by the people of the
State.

Representatives of every section of the
community-from those in union circles
and in business, to those in civic and local
authorities--all attended to pay a tribute
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to the work which he, as Minister for Local
Government, had done during the latter
years in this State.

Everyone liked Gilbert Fraser. I feel I
should recall an instance which indicated
what type of man he was. The portfolio
of local government, as the Premier said, is
not an easy one. It has many difficulties.
On one occasion when I was about to be-
,come involved in some conflict, Gilbert
Fraser, as Minister for Local Government,
-came to me and gave me all the kindly
advice that was needed; and at the same
time he offered to do all that was necessary
to get me out of trouble. This did indicate
his kindliness, his tolerance, and his cap-
* acity to look on both sides of a question.
-Perhaps in the political world we do not
have enough people like him.

I join with the Premier in conveying to
Mrs. Fraser and members of her family our
ddeepest sympathy. Words are inadequate
to convey fully our feelings;, for I am sure,
fronm this Parliament, apart from members
of the Cabinet and people of Western Aus-
tralia, comes a very real feeling of sym-
pathy and sadness over the fact that one
,who worked so hard in the interests of
this State has passed on before his time.

THE HON. A. F. WATTS (Stirling):
I would like to support this motion. I
always looked on Mr. Fraser as a fair-
:rinded and logical-minded man; and that
enabled him, as was quite apparent, to see
'both sides of a case. Being able to see
both sides of a case, and having that type
-of mind and kindliness of nature, he was
'well suited to give fair judgment on it.

What most of us admired, in addi-
tion to those characteristics to which
reference has been made, was the very
great fortitude with which he endured the
ill health he suffered in the last few
xmonths. I think no-one can underesti-
mnate that. Even when he was in attendance
in this House towards the end of the time
-when he was here, it was quite apparent to
-us that he was suffering very considerable
strain. That had gone on, I understand,
for a period of many months.

'Taken by and large, the State has lost a
very fine man and a very good servant.
We all join in tendering our heartfelt
sympathy to his widow and family.

Question passed; members standing.

RJouse adjourned at 4.46 p.m.
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE.

MILK.
Sale in "Tetra Pack."

1. The Hon. G. C. MacKINDJON asked
the Minister for Railways:

(1) Has the attention of the Minister
for Agriculture been directed to a new
retail milk pack known as "Tetra pack"?

(2) Has any application been received
asking permission to market whole milk in
a "Tetra pack"?

(3) If the answer to No. (2) is "Yes,"
what is the price allowed to be charged for
one pint so packed?

The Hon. H. C. STRICKL-AND) replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Yes.
(3) The same maximum price as is

allowed for milk sold in bottles which, in
the metropolitan area, is Sid. per pint.
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